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raised to the rank of a college in 1755. In
1791, by act of the legislature it was made the
University of Pennsylvania, but is not sup-
ported by the state. The following depart-
ments are now maintained: the College of
Arts and Sciences, the College for Women,
the School of Arts, the Wharton School of
Commerce, the Moore School of Electrical
Engineering; departments of education, law,
medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine;
the Towne Scientific School, the graduate
school, the University Hospital; the Wistar
Institute of Anatomy and Biology; the La-
boratory of Hygiene; a psychological clinic;
an astronomical observatory, a department of
physical education. The libraries contain
more than 797,000 volumes. The student en-
rolment is about 12,000; the faculty numbers
1,300.
PENNY, perii, a bronze English coin,
which weighs 145.833 Troy grains and is
worth, intrinsically, about one-fourth of its
face value. It is equivalent to four farth-
ings, or one-twelfth of a shilling in English
money and to two cents in United States
and Canadian money. Its similarity to the
Roman coin denarius led to the adoption of
d, the abbreviation of that name, as its sym-
bol; thus 12 s. 6d. is 12 shillings, 6 pence.
In the United States the one-cent piece is
sometimes called a penny.
PENNYBOY'AL, the American name of a
medicinal herb belonging to the mint family.
The plant is found from Florida to Cape Bre-
ton Island and as far west as Nebraska. It
grows to be a foot or foot and a half high,
has spreading branches and somewhat scant
foliage. Oil of pennyroyal, obtained from
the leaves, is used medicinally as a stimulant.
It is also useful in driving away mosquitoes,
the odor being very objectionable to them.
PENOBSCOT, penob'skaht, the largest
river in Maine, rising in a small lake near the
Canadian boundary, flowing southeastward,
then south and emptying into Penobscot
Bay, Its total course is about 350 miles;
it is navigable for large ships to Bangor,
sixty miles from its mouth, but small craft
ascend the stream far into an extensive lum-
ber region. Great supplies of timber cut
on its banks are floated down the river to
sawmills. Large quantities of ice are har-
vested in winter.
PENSACOTiA, Fi^., the fifth city in the
state in size and the county seat of Escambia
County, is forty-eight miles east of Mobile,
 Ala., on the Pensacola Bay, six miles from
the Gulf of Mexico; it is served by the
Louisville & Nashville Railroad, and by a
line of the Frisco system. It has an excellent
harbor, with the obsolete forts Pickens, Bar-
rancas and MeRee at the entrance. There
is a large trade in lumber, fish, naval stores,
cotton and coal. A United States navy yard
is located here, and during the World War
there was ship-building to a greater extent
than formerly.
The city has a number of public parks of
considerable beauty, and the remains of the
old Spanish forts, San Bernardo and San
Miguel, are also of interest. The important
buildings are the state armory, the Federal
building, the courthouse, the board of health
laboratory, a great hotel and several large
business blocks.
Pensacola was first permanently settled
by the Spaniards in 1696. It was captured
by the French in 1719, but was restored to
the Spaniards four years later. The British
took possession in 1763, but the place was
captured by the Spaniards in 1781. Gen-
eral Jackson occupied the city during the
War of 1812. The United States secured
permanent possession in 1821, in accordance
with the treaty of 1819, and the navy yard
was soon after established. Population, 1920,
31,035; in 1930, 31,579.
PENSION, pen'shun, a regular allowance
paid to a person at specified times. The
term refers to a variety of such allowances—
• the stipend paid to retired employes of cor-
porations, allotments granted by local gov-
ernments to dependent widows, payments
granted by national authorities to people too
old to work, allowances to retired civil service
employes, regular payments to soldiers and
sailors and their relatives. The principle of
civil service and old age pensions is securely
1 established in Europe, and is rapidly gaining
favor in the United States.
Pensions In the United States. The na-
tional government has been very generous in
granting pensions to its soldiers and sailors,
but it has done nothing along this line for
its civil servants except to grant retiring pen-
sions to Federal judges and to officers of the
army and navy. Widows of ex-Presidents
are usually granted pensions by special acts
of Congress, but this practice is based on
precedent and not on law. On the othar
hand, many private corporations have reg-
ular pension funds for employes retired on

